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C
HICAGO — 
It all start-
ed with a 
f r i e n d s h i p 
between a 
home-school-
ing family 

and an archdiocesan seminari-
an studying at the University of 
St. Mary of the Lake/Mundelein 
Seminary, north of Chicago.

Deacon Dan Morris, a fourth-
year theology student at Mun-
delein, sent a copy of the DVD 
“Heroic Priesthood” to the 

O’Neill family back in his home parish 
of Sacred Heart-St. Joseph in Topeka. 

The short DVD shows the joys and 
demands of the priestly vocation and 
was filmed last year during Mundelein 
Seminary’s annual basketball tourna-
ment.

“Brian [O’Neill] ended up email-
ing me a few weeks later and asked if 
this was something that we did every 
year. And, if so, could anybody come 
to it,” Deacon Morris said. “That rolled 
into him asking every father in the 
home-schooling family network. And, 
before we knew it, we had 29 people 
coming up. Eight families.”

The group of nine dads and 20 boys 
traveled to Mundelein the weekend of 

Jan. 31 to visit the seminary and attend 
the basketball tournament. Twelve 
teams from seminaries in seven states 
participated in the annual Father Pat 
O’Malley Invitational, which has been 
going on for 15 years.

A group of the Kansans arrived 
on Jan. 29, and stopped by the Fulton 
Sheen Museum in Peoria, Illinois, on 
their way to Chicago. All stayed in the 
dorms on the Mundelein campus. 

“Friday, we went into Chicago. We 
saw the Willis Tower and went up to 
the Skydeck, which was a first for most 
of us,” said Reid Downey of Immacu-
late Conception Parish, St. Marys. “We 
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A group of nine dads and 20 
boys made a father-son trip to 
St. Mary of the Lake Seminary 
in Mundelein, Illinois, to take a 
firsthand look at seminary life. 
While they were there, they en-
joyed watching the Father Pat 
O’Malley Invitational on Jan. 31, a 
basketball tournament between 
seminarians across the country. 
Here, a group of the Kansans 
takes a stroll around campus.   
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Once again 
during Lent, 
our priests 

are making them-
selves available 
for the sacrament of 
reconciliation/penance every 
Wednesday night from 6-7 
p.m. 

In part, Lent is a 
preparation to renew our 
baptismal vows at Easter. 
The sacrament of penance 
restores our baptismal purity. 
Confessing and surrendering 
our sin to Jesus through the 
sacrament of reconciliation 
is the single, most important 
“thing” we can do to 
experience a fruitful Lenten 
season.

At the Rite of Election 
liturgy in which the church 
accepts and prays for those 
preparing for baptism 
or reception into full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church at Easter, I spoke 
about the importance of the 
sacrament of reconciliation. 
Those who are already 
baptized as Christians will 
make their first confession 
during the Lenten season.

In my homily, I 
acknowledged that it is 
normal and even spiritually 
healthy to be nervous about 
receiving this sacrament for 
the first time. I admitted that 
many cradle Catholics are 
often nervous and even dread 
going to confession.

Non-Catholic Christians 
will sometimes question: 
Why go to another human 
being to receive God’s 
forgiveness? Why not cut 
out the middle man and go 
directly to God?

First of all, not only can 
you go directly to God 
to ask for his mercy and 
forgiveness, Catholics should 
acknowledge daily their 
sins to the Lord and seek his 
mercy. It is a recommended 
spiritual practice at the 
end of the day to make an 
examination of conscience, 
recognizing the sins one has 
committed during the course 
of the day and seeking Our 
Lord’s forgiveness. 

Still, the church requires 
her members, if we have 
committed a mortal sin to 
go to confession as soon 
as possible. Moreover, we 
should not receive the Lord in 
the Eucharist again until we 
have received his forgiveness 
through the sacrament of 
reconciliation. 

It is important to note that 
it is impossible to commit a 
mortal sin by accident. For a 
sin to be “mortal,” we have 
to understand the gravity of 
the sin at the time we commit 
it. Mortal sin by its nature 
is always a serious offense 
against God and most often 
perpetrates a grave injustice 
upon another — e.g., murder, 
abortion, adultery, destroying 
another’s reputation, etc. 
Moreover, for a sin to be 
mortal, we must be aware of 
a sin’s gravity and still freely 
choose to do it.  

However, the sacrament of 
reconciliation is not just for 
those times in our lives when 
we must go to confession. 
The church encourages, 
urges, and exhorts Catholics 
to receive the sacrament of 
reconciliation frequently 
— on a regular basis — in 
order to be transformed by 
acknowledging our sin and 
personally encountering 
God’s mercy. Each 
experience of this sacrament 
has the potential to be life-
changing.

Why does the church 
put so much emphasis on 
the sacrament of penance?  
Essentially, because Jesus 
himself thought this ministry 
was so important According 
to St. John’s Gospel, the 
very first action that Jesus 
undertakes, after his 
resurrection, was on Easter 
night to breathe the Holy 
Spirit upon the apostles and 

then declare, “Whose sins you 
shall forgive, shall be forgiven 
them and whose sins you 
shall retain shall be retained.” 
During his public ministry, 
there was nothing that Jesus 
did more frequently than 
forgive sins. By empowering 
the apostles to forgive sins, 
Our Lord desired to extend 
this essential ministry 
through all time. 

It is no coincidence that 
Jesus entrusted to the apostles 
the authority to forgive sins at 
precisely the moment when 
they were most vulnerable 
and themselves most in need 
of his mercy. After all, Peter 
had denied even knowing 
Jesus and all of the other 
apostles, with the exception 
of John, had abandoned Jesus 
during his passion and death. 
It is precisely, when the 
apostles most keenly needed 
Our Lord’s mercy, he gives 
them the ability to forgive 
sins in his name.

The most dangerous of 
all sins is pride. Pride makes 
it very difficult to admit 
our sin to ourselves, much 
less to anyone else. If we 
cannot acknowledge our 
own sin, then we have no 
need for Jesus, because we 
have no need for a savior or 
redeemer.

On the other hand, when 
with honesty and humility we 
acknowledge and confess our 
sins, we actually remove the 
barriers between ourselves 
and God, allowing God’s 
mercy and grace to penetrate 
the depths of our heart. It is 
through this sacrament that 
we experience most directly 
the unconditional nature of 
Our Lord’s love for us. He 
does not love us because of 
our perfection. Jesus loves us 
fully aware of our weakness 
and frailty. 

Jesus knew our humanity 
from the inside. He knew 
our need to confess our 
sins to another person. He 
understood our need to say 
our sins out loud to become 
free from them. Jesus also 
understood that we needed to 
hear the words of mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Frequent confession helps 
us to be conscious of the 

presence of sin in our lives. 
Prayerfully and sincerely 
examining our conscience 
before going to confession 
allows us to recognize the 
idols in our lives — the things, 
the activities, the pleasures, 
the people that we have made 
more important than God.

Moreover, sin is never just 
between us and God. Our 
sin always wounds others. It 
does this either directly by 
harming them or indirectly 
when we are so self-absorbed 
or weakened by our sin that 
we are impaired from being 
able to love others. Our sin 
hurts the church, the body of 
Christ. Thus, we need to seek 
the church’s forgiveness as 
well.

The priest, a penitent 
himself, as a co-worker with 
the successor of the apostles, 
namely the bishop, has been 
given the authority through 
Jesus himself to be a minister 
of his mercy. The church 
has designated the priest 
to represent Jesus and his 
church by being the human 
vessel in communicating 
forgiveness.

A sincere confession will 
inevitably make one more 
forgiving and merciful. You 
cannot accept God’s mercy 
and fail to forgive those who 

have hurt or offended you. 
During Lent, ask the Lord to 
help you to recognize those 
whom you have offended by 
your sin and to do what you 
can to repair the harm you 
have done. You also should 
ask the Lord in prayer to 
reveal to you those that you 
need to forgive.

Harboring resentment and 
anger against those who have 
treated us badly poisons our 
own hearts and diminishes 
our capacity to love. Lent is 
a time to ask for the grace 
to forgive — to liberate 
ourselves from grudges and 
resentments. After all, Jesus 
challenges his disciples 
to pray for enemies and 
persecutors.

I encourage every member 
of the Archdiocese to take 
advantage during this Lenten 
season of the great gift of the 
sacrament of reconciliation. 
Permit the Lord to penetrate 
your heart with his merciful 
love. Hear the words of 
forgiveness and receive the 
power to forgive those who 
have treated you unjustly. 
Allow yourself to experience 
the peace and joy that comes 
from encountering Our Lord’s 
mercy and unconditional 
love.
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LIFE WILL BE VICTORIOUS

ARCHBISHOP 
JOSEPH F. NAUMANN

CALENDAR

ARCHBISHOP
NAUMANN
March 7 
Anointing Mass — Curé of Ars, 
Leawood

March 9 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops Pro-Life Committee meeting 
— Washington, D.C.

USCCB Life and Dignity work-
ing group — Washington, D.C.

March 11 
Eucharistic adoration — St. 
James Academy, Lenexa 

Blessing of sonogram ma-
chines

March 12
Holy Trinity women’s Bible 
study

Confirmation for Resurrection 

School parishes — Cathedral of 
St. Peter, Kansas City, Kansas
 
March 13-14
Conception Seminary board 
meeting

March 15
Baptism of third or more child 
— Cathedral, Kansas City, 
Kansas

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
March 7 
Anointing Mass — Curé of Ars, 
Leawood

March 8 
Confirmation — St. Agnes,         
Roeland Park

March 14
Mass — Holy Angels, Basehor

March 15
Mass — Federal prison camp

Jesus loves us, fully aware of our weakness
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By Monte Mace
Special to The Leaven

O
VERLAND PARK — 
Betty and Brian Hurt 
held hands during 
the entire Rite of 
Christian Initiation 
of Adults class Feb. 9 
at Queen of the Holy 

Rosary parish here and listened intent-
ly as pastor Father Pete O’Sullivan ex-
plained the Catholic traditions of Lenten 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving. 

The Hurts aren’t newlyweds — 
they’ve been married four years — but 
hold hands each session because the 
class means a lot to them.

“This class is important to us because 
we have a one-, and a three-year-old who 
are also being baptized this Easter,” said 
Betty, who is converting to Catholicism 
with Brian as her sponsor. 

“We are making a commitment to God 
to raise them Catholic and we take this 
class very seriously for the sake of our 
future,” she said. “I was raised Mormon 
and something just never felt complete. 
My husband was Catholic, and I started 
attending Mass and found the peace that 
I have been missing.”

The Hurts are among 15 class mem-
bers at Queen of the Holy Rosary and 
about 450 throughout the archdiocese 
who are attending RCIA classes this 
year.  After finishing the class, both the 
catechumens (those who have nev-
er been baptized) and the candidates 
(those who have been baptized in anoth-
er Christian faith) will enter the church 
at Easter. Queen of the Holy Rosary class 
members took part in the Rite of Elec-
tion Feb. 22 at St. Michael the Archan-
gel Church in Leawood. Other rites of 
election were held at the Cathedral of St. 
Peter in Kansas City, Kansas, on Feb. 22, 
and at Most Pure Heart of Mary Church 
in Topeka on March 1.

Betty’s reason for joining the church 
— marrying a Catholic — is a common 
reason for people to take RCIA classes.

“One of the most expressed reasons 
individuals will attend the RCIA is be-
cause they have been led to consider 
Catholicism — and possibly becoming 
Catholic themselves — by the exam-
ple of another Catholic, whether it be a 
spouse, a friend or colleague, or some-
one they have come to know through a 
parish community,” said Michael Podre-
barac, archdiocesan consultant for litur-
gy and sacramental life. “This, to me, is 
evangelization at work in its finest form.”

Podrebarac said many of those con-
verting to Catholicism have overcome 
hesitation, doubt and even the opposi-
tion of family members or friends. That 
should lead practicing Catholics to a 
much greater appreciation of what is of-
ten taken for granted — the gift of faith.

Another couple attending the RCIA 
class at Queen of the Holy Rosary is 
Matthew and Jennifer Varon. Jennifer is 
joining the church and Matthew is her 
sponsor. They’ve been married two-and- 
a-half years and have an 8-month-old 
baby, Eleanor. They bring the baby to 
class.

“I was raised Baptist and once Eleanor 
was born, we decided that it was import-
ant for Matt and me to practice the same 
religion so that we could attend services 
as a family,” said Jennifer. Although we 
grew up in different churches, religion 
and church attendance were at the core 
of both of our childhoods and we wanted 
Eleanor to have that as well.” 

“I particularly like the history and tra-
dition of the Catholic Church,” she said.

Father O’Sullivan presents the RCIA 
materials in a conversational manner 
and uses lots of stories to illustrate. He 

said he does that so people feel comfort-
able, not pressured, and can apply the re-
ligious principles to their everyday lives. 
But he makes sure to cover key points of 
the faith.

“If you’re going to enter the church, be 
a good Catholic,” he said. “Don’t join just 
to join. I’ve had some RCIA members 
over the years go through the class and 
at the end say, ‘I don’t think I’m ready.’”

Betty Hurt likes that approach.
“One thing I like is how Father O’Sul-

livan is a person like all of us,” she said. 
“He talks to us like we are equals and 
does not give the impression that he is 
perfect.”

Having a daughter who is becoming 
Catholic spurred Bonnie Hitchcock into 
taking the same class as her daughter at 
Queen of the Holy Rosary. 

“I grew up in the Nazarene faith,” 
she said. “My inspiration in becoming a 
Catholic was the thought of my daugh-
ter’s children going to Catholic school 
and being good Catholics and I wanted 
them to know that I took interest in them 
and their thoughts.”

Her daughter Merritt will marry Kev-
in Arnhold at Queen of the Holy Rosary 

on Oct. 3 this year. 
“I am in the RCIA class because I met 

and fell in love with a Catholic,” said 
Merritt. “It is important to both of us that 
I become Catholic so that we have unity 
in our marriage and that we raise our fu-
ture children in the Catholic Church. 

“Kevin’s faith was one of the things 
that attracted me to him right off the bat. 
It’s hard to find that anymore.” 

LEAVEN PHOTO BY MARC ANDERSON

Catechumen Rebecca Karnowski of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Seneca signs 
her name in the Book of the Elect on March 1 while her sponsor Father Arul 
Carasala looks on during the Topeka regional celebration of the Rite of Elec-
tion at Most Pure Heart of Mary Church. 

Above, Father Pete O’Sullivan, pastor of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish in Overland Park, teaches 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults class on Feb. 9 as Jennifer Varon, right, listens. 
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Catechumens,
candidates prepare 
to enter the church 

at Easter



McDonald’s 
Filet-O-Fish

“Not bad. I appreciate 
cheese with my fish.”

- Joe Bollig

Arby’s Classic 
Fish

“Good flavor, crispy crust, 
the best fish sandwich for 
a fast-food price.”

- Anita McSorley

Panera Classic 
Grilled Cheese

“My Leaven colleagues 
disagree with me, but I 
found this grilled cheese 
to be mighty fine. 
Panera’s bread is always 
good and there was 
plenty of tasty cheese in 
this offering. Don’t listen 
to the other guys, listen 
to me — this is a good 
sandwich.”

- Todd Habiger

Panera tomato 
soup

“Really good, thick, 
slightly chunky, slightly 
sweet, good ‘tomato’ 
taste.”

- Joe Bollig

Panera macaroni 
and cheese

“Very tasty! The cheese 
was very creamy, but I’m 
not sure it would have 
felt like a meal.”

- Anita McSorley

“Very cheesy — pasta 
is tender. It’s tasty — 
so that must mean it’s 
calorie-dense.”
- Father Mark Goldasich

“Better than boxed … 
Needs some crunchies 
on it.”

- Julie Holthaus

Panera vegetable 
soup with pesto

“Good, but basic. 
Reminds me of Grand-
ma’s World War II soup, 
but without the Spam. 
Vaguely Italian.”

- Joe Bollig

The (very unscientific) verdicts

To make the choices a little easier this Lent for busy 
Catholics, The Leaven staff selflessly sat down to 
lunch in February.

They did the taste testing for you from the menus 
of some common convenient options.

The volunteers were: Father Mark Goldasich, editor; Ani-
ta McSorley, managing editor; Todd Habiger, production 
manager; Joe Bollig, senior reporter;  and Julie Holthaus, 
advertising coordinator.

Here are some of their thoughts:

Chipotle burrito 
with sofritas

“Better than expected, 
considering it’s tofu.”

- Julie Holthaus

“This is the burrito I 
usually get, except with 
the sofritas replacing 
chicken. It was a decent 
replacement, although 
in all honesty I couldn’t 
taste the sofritas at all. 
It didn’t have any par-
ticular taste or texture. 
I probably could have 
gotten a burrito without 
any meat product and 
saved some money. Just 
an OK meal. I would get 
it if I was desperate.”

- Todd Habiger

Panera 
Mediterranean 

Veggie 
Sandwich

“Good flavor, great 
bread. Healthy — gets 
you your veggies.”

- Julie Holthaus

“Like an English cucum-
ber sandwich that went 
on vacation to Athens — 
a gyro where the sheep 
escaped.”
- Joe Bollig

“It’s like a salad between 
two slices of bread.”

- Father Mark Goldasich

Arby’s King’s 
Hawaiian Fish 

Deluxe
“Love the Hawaiian 
bread.”

- Julie Holthaus

Wendy’s Premium 
Cod Fillet 
Sandwich

“Fillet is crunchy. Not 
too much tartar sauce. 
Pickle adds just a little 
bit of flavor.”

- Father Goldasich

Still, she’d prefer breaded fish on a 
bun from the grocery store at home 
over any of the options presented . . . if 
that were a choice.

Joe Bollig, senior reporter for The 
Leaven, also enjoyed the unusual bread 
on the Hawaiian version, as well as the 
sauce and pretty much everything else 
about the sandwich.

The fish sandwich from Wendy’s 
added a different taste, and Holthaus 
and Father Goldasich both picked up 
on the pickles.

“Fillet is crunchy. Not too much tar-
tar sauce. Pickle adds just a little bit of 
flavor,” said Father Goldasich.

“This was the best fish sandwich I 
had all day,” said Habiger, who — to be 
fair — prefaced his fish sandwich com-
ments with the announcement that 
he’s not a fish person and, in fact, tries 
to “avoid fish at all costs.”

The widely familiar McDonald’s 
Filet-O-Fish was just as everyone re-
membered and expected it to be, as 
was the bean burrito from Taco Bell for 
those who prefer no fish.

Another burrito the staff bit into was 
a copy of Habiger’s standard Chipotle 
order — a burrito that includes brown 
rice, corn, cheese and sour cream — 
with the new sofritas (braised tofu) of-
fering instead of chicken.

The burrito was the only choice that 
was at all spicy, but the group agreed 
it was pretty mild, and no one found it 
objectionable.

It was a second favorite, in fact, be-
hind the macaroni and cheese, for Fa-
ther Goldasich.

“Can’t taste the tofu — that’s a bless-
ing,” he said. “Very filling. Stuffed to 
the max.”

And, of course, these are just a sam-
pling of the options available at faster 
restaurants that are pretty common in 
many areas.

Even after tasting options spread out 
across two plates apiece, the always- 
hungry Leaven journalists brainstormed 
plenty of other options that would be sat-
isfying.

Pancakes.
Waffles.
Vegetable or cheese pizza.
Pasta.
The list is endless, with a little 

thought or creativity, and not more 
than a few dollars in the wallet.

“That mac and cheese wins, hands 
down,” said Habiger. “Great for kids 
and adults. This is the one thing I 
would actually think of buying if it 
wasn’t Lent.”
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>> Continued from page 4

The fast food 
of Lent gets 
The Leaven
treatment

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JESSICA LANGDON

The Leaven staff gets ready for its taste test of some of Lent’s most popu-
lar fast food. Clockwise from left, Todd Habiger, Joe Bollig, Julie Holthaus, 
Anita McSorley and Father Mark Goldasich.

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

M
ISSION — The 
seemingly ubiq-
uitous Friday 
fish feast is 
missing from 
the menu at St. 

Pius X Parish here each Lent, but no 
one finds that the least bit fishy.

Parishioners have found instead 
that the parish’s simple Soup Sup-
per (usually paired with salad or an-
other humble side) is seasoned with 
the perfect flavor for Lent.

“Lent is the time of penance, the 
time that we do fasting, almsgiving 
and prayer,” said Father Ken Kelly, 
pastor.

And to him, that means an air 
of simplicity when it comes to Ash 
Wednesday or Friday meals.

But that’s not always how it works 
in the modern world, he said.

Those popular Friday all-you-
can-eat fish feasts or meals centered 
on pricey prime catches have cer-
tainly caught on over the years.

“It isn’t really too much of a fast 
to turn from hamburgers and have 
shrimp instead,” he said.

Or salmon.
Basically: “Something expensive 

and delicious.”
“It just doesn’t make sense with 

Lent,” said Father Kelly.
So for the past several years, St. 

Pius X has served up a tradition of 
its own, with different groups and 
ministries volunteering to handle 
the soup meal each Friday of Lent.

“People bring in their own reci-
pes,” said Lou Anne Wagner, parish 
secretary and facilities manager. 
“You get a really interesting palette 
of foods.”

Often, the meal consists of pots 

of different meatless soups (or a 
big batch of one soup when cer-
tain groups come together to make 
a meal), a salad, and sometimes a 
very simple macaroni and cheese or 
possibly cheese pizza for the young-
er set.

It’s not designed for people to 
stuff themselves — it’s for suste-
nance, fellowship and faith.

But that doesn’t mean it’s not 
nourishing or a treat for the taste 
buds.

The crowd has sampled some 
tasty fare: broccoli cheese soup, po-
tato soup and an array of lentil and 
bean soups, for example.

The music ministry once includ-
ed a potato bar to mix things up.

“I’ve heard some people say they 
love how it’s more in keeping with 
the Lenten theme,” said Wagner. 
“It’s nice to just simplify it.”

And even on the final Lenten Fri-
day before Good Friday (when there 
is no parish meal), the one fish din-
ner takes a humble approach.

“It’s not your big, fancy fish,” said 
Marisa Bade, parish special events 
coordinator and — like Wagner — 
a lifelong parishioner. “It’s tilapia. 
They either grill or bake it.”

Father Kelly encourages people 

— even if they’re not attending the 
meal — to eat a simpler Friday meal: 
macaroni and cheese, peanut butter 
sandwiches or a tuna casserole.

The simpler, more penitential 
meals offer an opportunity to “take 
the money we would have spent 
going to Long John Silver’s or Red 
Lobster and give to Catholic Relief 
Services through Operation Rice 
Bowl,” he said.

And the parish does well on that. 
People who attend the Friday meals 
can contribute what they would 
have spent otherwise on a dinner.

It’s also a good chance to con-
nect. 

“We have all kinds of people sit-
ting around and talking, catching 
up with each other,” said Bade. “I 
love being there and visiting with 
old friends and meeting new friends 
and welcoming people into our par-
ish. I love everything about it.”

The meal starts at 5:30 p.m., so 
everyone has plenty of time to eat 
and visit before they head to the 
church for Stations of the Cross at 
7 p.m.

The gatherings have pulled Wag-
ner into the Stations of the Cross 
tradition.

“I’ve really fallen in love with 
them over the past few years,” she 
said.

St. Pius X is a smaller parish, but 
you’d never notice that, with all 
the different ministries and activi-
ties going on through the year, said 
Bade.

Wagner noted that there are 
plenty of parties, but these gather-
ings provide a welcome break.

“It’s nice to have quiet time with 
people in your parish family,” said 
Wagner. “It’s more like a family din-
ner.”

Nothing fishy about Lenten 
soup supper at St. Pius X
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Father Ken Kelly, pastor of St. Pius X Parish in Mission, blesses the soups before the parish’s Friday Lenten soup supper. St. Pius has decided 
to forgo all-you-can-eat fish fries for something a little simpler during Lent.

It isn’t really 
too much of 

a fast to turn from 
hamburgers and have 
shrimp instead.”

Father Ken Kelly, pastor, 
St. Pius X Parish, Mission

“

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
Branching out a bit from the 
standard Lenten tuna or pea-
nut butter staples might not 

only spice up some Fridays, it could 
just bring a little reconciliation to your 
life.

At least it did for Todd Habiger, 
Leaven production manager, on Feb. 23 
during a very unscientific Leaven staff 
review of simple, meatless fast-food 
and fast-casual options for Catholics 
on the go.

Already exuberant over a classic 
grilled cheese sandwich from Panera 
Bread, Habiger reluctantly agreed (for 
the greater good) to sample what for 
many is a natural partner for the sand-
wich: tomato soup.

“When I was a 5-year-old, my 
babysitter made me eat tomato soup,” 
said Habiger. “I hated it so much. I 
sat at the table for an hour before the 
school bus came and took me to after-
noon kindergarten. I haven’t eaten to-
mato soup since that day.”

Much to his surprise, his palate has 
changed. 

“You know what? It was pretty 
good,” he said. “Thick and creamy with 
a sweet tomato taste. I really enjoyed 
it. You are officially forgiven, Mrs. Pof-
fenberger.”

Although Father Mark Goldasich, 
Leaven editor, had no qualms about re-
fusing any soup courses, his favorite of 
the day was also a throwback to sim-
pler times.

Also from Panera: “Mac ’n’ cheese 
— hands down!” he said.

“Maybe it just reminds me of my 
childhood,” he added. “Simple, comfort 
food.”

The macaroni and cheese scored 
well among the taste testers, but that’s 
where some of the agreement ended.

When it came to fish sandwich pref-
erences, the five staffers might as well 
have been swimming in different oceans.

As Anita McSorley, managing edi-
tor, pointed out, the differences seem 
to boil down to how you like your fish.

Crispy? Drenched in tartar sauce? 
Without or without cheese?

Her favorite was the simply present-
ed Arby’s Classic Fish Sandwich, avail-
able for a limited time.

It’s definitely not comparable to her 
mom’s salmon patties — her favor-
ite Lenten meal of all time — but the 
classic sandwich had good flavor and 
a crispy crust, which as a fast-food op-
tion gave it good bang for the buck.

On the other hand, Julie Holthaus, 
advertising coordinator for The Leav-
en, preferred Arby’s sauce-covered 
King’s Hawaiian Fish Deluxe, also 
there for a limited time.

“Love the Hawaiian bread,” she said. 
“Much better than the classic. BY FAR 
the best fish sandwich.”

Put to 
the taste 

test:
The Leaven staff 

samples popular Lenten 
fast-food offerings

>> See “THE FAST FOOD” on page 5



sampled some deep-dish Chicago piz-
za at Giordano’s.” 

They also visited the Field Museum 
and Old St. Pat’s Church.

Willis Tower, formerly the Sears 
Tower and one of the tallest buildings 
in Chicago, was a particular highlight 
for the boys — so much so that they 
were still talking about it, said O’Neill.

On Saturday, Deacon Morris and 
some other seminarians from the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas 
gave the whole group of dads and boys 
a tour of the campus. They went to 
Mass in the morning and then toured 
the main chapel, the library and the 
new St. John Paul II chapel.

“We got to meet Father [Robert] 
Barron,” Downey said. “We’ve heard 
him so much on CD that it felt like you 
know him. But he’s great to talk to.” 

Father Barron is a nationally known 
evangelist, founder of Word On Fire 
ministries and rector of Mundelein 
Seminary.

The seminarians also took them 
down to the pier on the lake on cam-
pus and to the Lourdes grotto.

“We hung out in the [theology rec-
reation] hall and watched the KU– 
K-State basketball game, then played 
pool, pingpong and shuffleboard,” said 
Deacon Morris, who will be ordained 
in May for the archdiocese. In the af-
ternoon, some of the boys went swim-
ming.

This was the first father-son trip for 
the home-schooling group, Downey said. 

“But I have a feeling we’ll be doing 
more in the future,” he said. “They’re 
already kinda throwing out ideas of 
stuff to do.” 

On trips like this they always bond, 
said Troy Butcher of Most Pure Heart of 
Mary Parish in Topeka. “The kids always 
remember the trips with their dads.”

Butcher said he was moved by 
the sight of all the seminarians from 
around the country playing in the 
tournament.  

“You feel the strength of brother-
hood here,” he said, while watching a 
game. “We need these men around to 
keep us strong in our faith.”

Downey used to do youth ministry 
and heard about Mundelein Seminary 
through the Totus Tuus program. For 
him, it was good to come and see what 
everyone was  always talking about. 

But there were other benefits of the 
trip.

“This is a way to introduce [the 
boys] to seminary life — to see how 
a seminarian lives,” said Downey. 
“They get a clear picture and realize 
that priests don’t just come out of ma-
chines. They play basketball. They 
joke. They eat. They do all the normal 
things that everybody else does.”

O’Neill, of St. John Vianney Parish 
in Maple Hills, agreed.

“We hope that if we introduce it to 
them early enough, they will be open 
to the calling if it comes,” he said. 

Sean Downey, 14, said the seminary 
was “pretty cool,” even though the 
weather was “really cold.” 

“I always thought that seminaries 
were these cold, hard places, and you 
woke up on a stone floor every morn-
ing,” Sean said. “The pool was really 
cool.”

Deacon Morris said when he was 
growing up, making a visit to a semi-
nary wasn’t something people did. 

“I’m 40 years old, so the whole 
notion of vocations was never really 
something that was on the radar,” he 
said.

It helps when the parents are inter-
ested, he added.

“I think it starts with their fami-
lies. These kids are amazing,” he said. 
“Their families are amazing just in the 
way that they instill the faith and make 
it the central thing in their lives.”
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Trip introduces boys to seminary life
>> Continued from page 1
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Mark Haug, left, of Most Pure Heart of Mary 
Parish in Topeka, watches one of the games 
with Aidan Butcher as seminarians from 12 
seminaries across the country compete in 
the annual Father Pat O’Malley Invitational 
on Jan. 31 at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary 
in Mundelein.

Viet Nguyen, a seminarian for the Archdi-
ocese of Kansas City in Kansas, warms up 
before his game against St. Meinrad while 
playing for the Mundelein Seminary team. 

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Catholics whose 
health is seriously impaired by illness or 
old age are invited to worship at the joint 
diocesan healing Mass and receive the 
sacrament of the anointing of the sick.

The Mass and anointing will be held 
at 10 a.m. on March 7 at Curé of Ars Par-
ish, located at 94th and Mission Road in 
Leawood. The sacrament of reconciliation 
will also be offered from 9 to 9:45 a.m.

The celebrant will be Bishop Robert 

Finn of the Diocese of Kansas City-St.    
Joseph, and the homilist will be Archbish-
op Joseph F. Naumann of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas. The Mass is 
sponsored by both dioceses and the Or-
der of Malta.

Among those who may be anointed are:
• Persons undergoing surgery whenev-

er serious illness is the reason
• Elderly people who have become no-

ticeably weakened even if no serious ill-

ness is present
• Sick children if they have sufficient 

use of reason to be strengthened by the 
sacrament

Those who wish to receive the sacra-
ment of the anointing of the sick at the 
Mass are asked to call (913) 649-3260 
and leave their name. Name cards will 
be made for those who will receive the 
anointing.

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — If you 
want to attend the biggest 
Catholic event of the year 
— and see Pope Francis — 

here’s your chance. 
The Archdiocese of Kansas City in 

Kansas is organizing a pilgrimage to 
the World Meeting of Families and pa-
pal Mass from Sept. 21-28 in Philadel-
phia.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann will 
lead the pilgrims, who will travel by 
air to Philadelphia and then by mo-
torcoach to the various venues.

Although held in the United States, 
this will be a worldwide event, draw-
ing families from many nations.  

“[The pilgrims] will have the oppor-
tunity to be with a lot of other Cath-
olics from around the world and dis-
cuss a great number of topics about 
the family,” said Deacon Tony Zimmer-
man, lead consultant for the archdioc-
esan marriage and family office.

“How often can you get around fam-
ilies from around the world and listen 
to speakers of the caliber of Father 
Robert Barron?” he continued. “All the 
spiritual components will be there — 
daily Mass, eucharistic adoration, the 
sacrament of reconciliation — and the 
Holy Father will be there, and you can 
listen to his instruction.”

Leave the backpack and hiking boots 
at home. As far as pilgrimages go, this 
one will be fairly plush.

The pilgrimage includes first-class 
hotels; three dinners, including a spe-
cial dinner event with a World Meet-
ing of Families speaker and a farewell 
dinner cruise; a  guided tour of the Ba-
silica of the Assumption in Baltimore; 
Mass with Archbishop Naumann; and 
visits to the shrines of Philadelphia.

The World Meeting of Families con-
sists basically of three parts, said Dea-
con Zimmerman.

The first part is the international 
theological congress, which currently 
has about 7,000 people registered to 
participate. The four-day congress will 
feature notable keynote speakers and 
breakout sessions. 

The lineup of congress speakers in-
cludes Father Barron, Cardinal Sean 
Patrick O’Malley, OFM Cap., Dr. Janet 
Smith, Scott Hahn, Cardinal Luis Anto-
nio Tagle and Helen Alvare.

The second part is the festival of 
families, which has about 350,000 peo-
ple registered to participate. The de-
tails of this part haven’t yet been an-
nounced, said Deacon Zimmerman.

The third part is the papal visit and 
Mass. The Mass will take place outside 
the convention center, on Ben Frank-
lin Way. The city is even removing the 
statue of Ben Franklin to accommodate 
the anticipated 1 to 2 million attendees.

For information or to register for 
the archdiocesan pilgrimage, contact 
Denise Hay at Grand View Tour & 
Travel at (800) 737-6739; send an email 
to:  denise@grandviewtours.com; or 
visit the website at: www.grandview 
tours.com.

You may also contact Deacon Zim-
merman by calling (913) 647-0329 or by 
sending an email to: famlife@archkck.
org.

See Pope 
Francis in 

Philly this fall

Joint diocesan healing Mass and anointing to be celebrated

Sisters of Charity extend prayers during National Catholic Sisters Week
LEAVENWORTH — As the Catholic 

Church observes the Year of Consecrated 
Life proclaimed internationally by Pope 
Francis, March 8-14 is designated in the 
United States as the second annual Na-
tional Catholic Sisters Week. 

Both observances serve to highlight 
and recognize contributions of persons 
who have dedicated their lives to vows 
and consecrated service. Each observance 
also encourages young adults to be open 

to vocational calls to religious life.
During National Catholic Sisters Week 

this year, the leadership of the Sisters of 
Charity of Leavenworth has invited mem-
bers of the religious community to pray 
for persons with whom they have min-
istered and with whom they continue to 
minister and for individuals served by the 
community over the past 157 years since 
its founding.

“While we appreciate the recognition 

of National Catholic Sisters Week, we 
want to use this opportunity to express 
our deep gratitude to those who have 
shared in our ministries and those with 
whom and for whom we have served,” 
said Sister Maureen Hall, SCL community 
director. 

“Our prayers of thanksgiving will ex-
tend across the United States and around 
the world during this special week” she 
added. 
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NEW ANNIVERSARY POLICY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, or for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant period of time. 
Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi. 
• If you would like your photo returned, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 

“I am so starving!” 
I have said these 
words many 

times over the years.
Not that I have ever been close 

to a state of starvation, just pinched 
by hunger pangs. Then whatever I 
eat tastes that much better. Sound 
familiar? Maybe your preference is 
to say, “I am so hungry I could eat 
a horse,” or something equally col-
orful. However, real starvation is a 
horror that millions have suffered 
over the centuries.

Today, our world is in a state 
of spiritual starvation. This goes 
way beyond simple hunger. Most 
of us are not even aware that this 
crisis is part of our lives. In a 
similar time of urgency, St. John of 
the Cross said to the people of his 
time: “O souls created for these 
grandeurs (those of the Spirit) 
and called to them! What are you 
doing? How are you spending 
your time?” He could be speaking 
directly to us.

How are we starving? Why are 
we not aware of it? “Love the Lord 
God with all your mind.” Usually 
we feed our souls through our 
minds. It is the foundation for the 

rest of the great commandment to 
love God with all our hearts, souls, 
minds and strength. The more we 
come to know God through our 
minds, the deeper grows our love 
for him and the more beautiful our 
souls become. 

But how are we feeding our 
minds? How do we spend our free 
time? Hours for sports and news 
and Facebook and all sorts of other 
ways to fill the time and then . . . 
only minutes for God. That is a 
starvation diet. 

If we love God with all our 
minds, we become preoccupied 
with God. When the demands 
of the moment subside, we find 
ourselves thinking about God and 

longing for him. We actively seek 
out ways to spend more time with 
him. Gazing into that mirror, we 
see the image of a vibrant, well-fed 
soul. 

If that is not you, you are starv-
ing. To get healthy, flip how you 
spend your free time. Hours for 
God and minutes for sports and 
news and Facebook and whatever 
else. Feed your mind with the Gos-
pels, the writings of the saints and 
writers like Father Jacques Philippe 
and Father Thomas DuBay — read-
ing slowly, thinking about what 
you read and how it applies to your 
daily life. 

When your mind eats like this, 
it hungers for more. This becomes 
the main course and the other ac-
tivities that once preoccupied you 
become the snacks. 

When we devote more time to 
God, we soon develop a hunger for 
him. 

Experiment with this and dis-
cover this beautiful secret that the 
saints knew and wanted everyone 
to discover. Use your Lent wisely.

VINCE EIMER
Vince Eimer is the spiritual and retreat 
director of Christ’s Peace House of Prayer 
near Easton.

RUNNING THE RACE

Feed mind in order to nourish soul
Editor’s Note: This is the third in 

Vince Eimer’s seven-part series on 
journeying through the Lenten sea-
son.

Glenn and Virginia (Slade) Reynolds, 
now members of 
St. Francis of Assi-
si Parish, Fairfield 
Bay, Arkansas, 
were longtime 
members of Holy 
Trinity Parish 
in Lenexa and 
Church of the As-
cension in Over-
land Park. The 
couple was mar-
ried on Feb. 27, 

1965, at St. Casimir Church, Leavenworth. 
Their children are: Rebecca Naylor, Spring 
Hill; Father John Reynolds, Olathe; Barbara 
Holinaty, Palm Springs, California; Kath-
leen Scott, Everett, Washington; and Nan-
cy Pennock, Lenexa. They also have nine 
grandchildren. A family dinner celebration 
will be held following the Easter season.



STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY JILL RAGAR ESFELD

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Fresh flowers are a 
well-known staple at 
Keeler Women’s Cen-
ter here.

Saint Michael the 
Archangel parishio-
ners Ana Maria Sauer 
and Mary Ellen Rodri-
guez noticed this when 
they first approached 

director Sister Carol Ann Petersen, OSB, 
with the idea of starting a health educa-
tion program for Latino women. 

But after two years volunteering at 
the center, they realize the flowers are so 
much more than a nice touch: They’re a 
symbol for what happens to women who 
come here.

They bloom.

A seed is planted
 Both Rodriguez and Sauer are regis-

tered nurses with years of experience, 
including time at the Birth Center in 

Wyandotte County, part of Mercy and 
Truth Medical Clinics, where Sauer still 
works. 

“So we were familiar with some of 

the needs of the community here,” said           
Rodriguez. 

The two met through their daugh-
ters and started a friendship that was 

nurtured by their similar backgrounds.                        
Rodriguez is from Chile and Sauer is 
from Mexico. Both speak fluent Spanish.

“I stopped working and was home try-
ing to figure out what I was going to do,” 
said Rodriguez. “My daughter worked for 
MOCSA (Metropolitan Organization to 
Counter Sexual Assault) and she told me 
what a wonderful place Keeler is.

“I talked Ana Maria into coming here 
with me to see what we could do.” 

 The initial plan pitched to the Keeler 
Center was to start a program in Spanish 
sharing what they knew best — health in-
formation. 

 “But it has grown beyond that to en-
compass everything under the sun,” said 
Rodriguez. “The topics are so varied, I 
couldn’t list them.” 

Though health topics were a great 
starting place, Rodriguez and Sauer soon 
found participants had a thirst for infor-
mation on a wide range of topics — and an 
even greater desire to express themselves.

“We prepared extensively,” said Sauer, 
“but we soon found out they wanted to 
share more than we could teach them.

“So we shortened our talks and let 
them share. Some of them are very edu-
cated women — so they have knowledge.”

“So we call ourselves Grupo de Mu-

jeres which [means simply] “Women’s 
Group,” said Rodriguez.

A support group is born
Because many of the women work eve-

nings while their husbands work the day 
shift, the women’s group meets on Tues-
day mornings. 

Anywhere from 8 to 18 participants are 
welcomed each week. Most come from 
families struggling to make ends meet. 

Rodriguez and Sauer were both sur-
prised and delighted to find their group 
becoming a lifeline for Latino women.

“They needed to just share their experi-
ences,” said Sauer. 

“Many Latino women,” added Rodri-
guez, “especially who are undocumented, 
are very isolated.

 “And so it’s difficult for them to find a 
place where they can feel comfortable and 
can share what women share, whether it is 
about their children or home.”

Sister Carol Ann agreed.
“Most of them come from around here,” 

she said. “And, frankly, the neighborhoods 
are not really safe to be out walking or to 
be sitting on the front porch.

“It’s hard for women to find a place 
where they belong.”

Though it was not their original inten-
tion, Rodriguez and Sauer have created the 
perfect environment to meet that need.

In fact, the group has become so essen-
tial and routine, participants are gravely 
disappointed when a meeting has to be 
canceled.

“Tuesdays, even if it is snowing and 
they have to walk four or five blocks,” said 
Rodriguez, “they’re here.”

“Yes,” added Sauer. “They look forward 
to it. 

“One of the women works nights and 
comes after work, without sleeping. It’s 
amazing; she says it just makes her week.”

“So this has been a godsend I think for 
many of the women,” said Sister Carol 
Ann. “They have found a place here in the 
group.

“And they have also made friendships 
that have gone outside the group — that’s 
what I had hoped for.”

Every subject welcomed
 As the group has grown, so has its sub-

ject matter — expanding from health to 
self-help.

“We discuss everything,” said Sauer. 
“We read the books and we make a sum-
mary and we share it with them.”

“We found that they really like self- help 
[materials],” added Rodriguez. “Currently, 
we have a woman from Arvest Bank who 
has offered to come and do basic under-
standing of finance.”

Sauer recently attended a seminar 
on teaching M.K. Mueller’s book “8 to 
Great: The Powerful Process for Positive 

Change.”
The book presents eight steps or “high-

ways” that the happiest, most successful 
people have in common.

 “It’s about positive change,” explained 
Sauer. “We read the book and had a sum-
mary for them.

“Each day, we shared one of the ‘high-
ways,’ and they really liked it.” 

 Rodriguez and Sauer look for present-
ers who are bilingual and are interested in 
sharing their expertise with the group.

“Our goal this year was to incorporate 
a little more English,” said Rodriguez. “For 
instance, we did one meeting on under-
standing vocabulary when you go to the 
doctor or to the pharmacy.”

Growth in knowledge and 
understanding

As they’ve grown closer to the women 
in their group, Rodriguez and Sauer have 
seen their own interest in issues of immi-
gration grow as well. 

They see firsthand the struggles of 
hard-working immigrant families.

“It has been profound,” said Sauer. “To 
see other people who are struggling and 
making such an effort. It’s amazing.

“It puts into perspective our own lives. I 

really admire these women.”
Rodriguez also has been inspired by the 

women’s group.
“I think how much suffering you must 

go through every day,” she said, “that you 
would risk your life — the life of your fam-
ily — to cross thousands of miles alone, not 
knowing where you’re going, not knowing 
the language.”

“They just want a better life,” added 
Sauer.

 Now with Grupo de Mujeres, many 
immigrant women who once lived in iso-
lation have a safe place to share, learn and 
make friends.

“Sister [Carol Ann] and her flowers,” 
said Rodriguez. “That’s just the perfect pic-
ture to think of. 

“These women are frightened and 
alone, and we’ve seen them form bonds 
between themselves and us, with the com-
munity, with the center. 

“That has been a wonderful gift.” 
 Sauer agreed.
“The purpose of the Keeler Center is 

empowering women,” she said. “We’re 
helping empower women with knowledge.

“But it’s a learning experience for us, 
too. They give us so much.”

 “I thank them every time I see them,” 
said Rodriguez. “It has been a bigger gift 
for me to see them bloom.”

GRUPO DE MUJERES
Accidental support group nurtures Latino women

Mary Ellen Rodriguez, foreground, and Ana Maria Sauer lead the weekly meeting of Grupo de Mujeres, a women’s group for Latinas.

Fresh flowers are always on display at Keeler Women’s Center to remind women it is a place where they 
can grow and bloom.

Do you have a hobby or 
skill to share at Keeler?
The mission of the Keeler Women’s 

Center is to empower women through 
education advocacy, personal and 
spiritual development. 

“There is almost nothing that a vol-
unteer would want to do here that our 
women wouldn’t need,” said Sister 
Carol Ann Petersen, OSB, director. “If 
you’re qualified, come and talk to us.

“We’ll find a spot for you.”
 Right now, the center is in need of 

someone who is trained in spiritual di-
rection in Spanish. 

“We have 14 or 15 spiritual direc-
tors who are all trained,” said Sister 
Carol Ann. “But we don’t have one 
who can do it in Spanish.” 

The center also needs people will-
ing to teach English. Training and ma-
terials are provided and volunteers 
don’t need to be bilingual.

“The materials are excellent; 
they’re for volunteers,” said Sister 
Carol Ann. “They assume the teacher 
does not know Spanish.”

For more information, visit the web-
site at: www.mountosb.org/ministries/ 
keeler-womens-center.

All Saints, Kansas City, Kansas, parishioner Marisela Chacon, left, shares pictures of her daughter’s quinceañera with fellow parishioner Eugenia de la Rosa.

Cathedral parishioner Maria Alvarez hands off a quinceañera photo album the group enjoyed sharing. Monica, left, listens as Guadalupe Flores joins in the discussion about Lent.
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The head of Vatican secu-
rity said Islamic State mil-
itants have threatened the 

Vatican, but there are no indications of 
any planned attack.

The Vatican gendarmes, Swiss 
Guards and the Italian state police that 
patrol the perimeter of Vatican City 
State are always on high alert, said Do-
menico Giani, the commander of the 
gendarme and the pope’s chief body-
guard.

“There are not only the threats of 
the Islamic State, but also the risk of 
action by individuals, which is more 
dangerous because it is unpredict-
able,” he said in an interview for the 
March edition of Polizia Moderna, the 
monthly magazine of the Italian state 
police.

For months, there have been rumors 
of threats against the Vatican or Pope 
Francis by the Islamic State militants 
who are attacking Christians, other 
religious minorities and Muslims they 
do not agree with in Syria and Iraq. 
Concern heightened in February when 
militants claiming to be allied with 
the Islamic State group murdered 21 
Christians in Libya, which is less than 
300 miles from the Italian mainland.

“The threat exists,” Giani said. “That 
is what has emerged in meetings with 
my Italian and foreign colleagues. But 
the existence of a threat is one thing 
and planning an attack is another. At 
this time, we have not been informed 
of any plans to attack the Vatican or 
the Holy Father.”

Giani, who worked in the Italian 
secret service before moving to the 
Vatican, said he is in frequent contact 
with Italian and other government in-
telligence services, including some 
from predominantly Muslim coun-

tries. “I can say that today the pontiff 
is seen and respected by Muslims as 
the most influential moral authority in 
the world — and that is on the part of 
both religious and civil leaders.”

Asked how Pope Francis is living 
with the threat, Giani responded: “The 
Holy Father does not intend to aban-
don the style of his pontificate, which 
is based on proximity, that is, on a di-
rect encounter with the greatest num-
ber of people possible. Even as pontiff, 
he has remained a priest who does not 
want to lose contact with his flock.”

“Those of us entrusted with his se-
curity must adapt to his style and not 
the other way around,” he said. “We 
must do everything possible so that he 
can continue to carry out his ministry 
as he wants and believes is best.”

Giani said Pope Francis “is well 
aware of the threats” against him, “but 

his only concern is for the faithful.”
The Apostolic Palace, where Pope 

Francis chose not to live, “is more 
difficult to access” than the Domus 
Sanctae Marthae, where he has taken 
up residence, Giani said. “But as I said, 
the Holy Father has chosen a way of 
living and does not intend to change it 
because of a potential risk.”

In addition to his constant collabo-
ration with the Swiss Guard and Ital-
ian police forces and his contact with 
a variety of security services, Giani 
said the Vatican is aided by a high-tech 
operations center and “thousands of 
security cameras installed” in Vatican 
City and in Vatican buildings around 
Rome.

Asked if his office ever taps tele-
phones, he said, “it happens some-
times,” but rarely.

Vatican security always on high alert
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Domenico Giani, commander of the Vatican police force, keeps watch as Pope Francis arrives 
to celebrate Mass with bishops, priests and members of religious orders in the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Manila, Philippines, in this Jan. 16, 2015, file photo. Giani said that he 
is not aware of any plans to attack the Vatican or the pope although Islamic State militants have 
made general threats.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A 
homeless man who faithfully 
attended Mass at a church in-
side Vatican City for decades 

was buried in a Vatican cemetery after 
it was discovered he had died and was 
left unidentified in a hospital morgue.

Willy Herteleer was well-known by 
the Swiss Guards keeping watch at St. 
Anne’s Gate, by local business owners 
and a number of clergy who brought 
him food, took him to lunch or treat-
ed him to his morning cappuccino, ac-
cording to news reports.

“He attended 7 o’clock Mass every 
day for more than 25 years,” Father 
Bruno Silvestrini, the pastor of the Vat-
ican’s Church of St. Anne, told Vatican 
Radio.

Though Herteleer lived on the 

streets with all of his belongings packed 
in a folding grocery cart, “he was a rich 
person of great faith,” the priest said.

“He was very, very open and had 
made many friends,” Father Silvestrini 
said. “He spoke a lot with young peo-
ple, he spoke to them of the Lord, he 
spoke about the pope, he would invite 
them to the celebration of the Eucha-
rist,” which Herteleer always said was 
“his medicine.”

Msgr. Americo Ciani, a canon at St. 
Peter’s Basilica was another friend of 
Herteleer, and he told Vatican Radio 
that the elderly man — thought to be 
about 80 — would lean against a lamp-
post along the road that led tourists and 
city residents to and from St. Peter’s 
Square and talk to them about their 
faith.

“Very often he would engage with 
someone, asking, ‘Do you go to confes-
sion every now and then? Look, going 

to confession is necessary because if 
you don’t, you won’t go to heaven!’” the 
monsignor recalled.

He was such a regular at St. Anne’s 
that Father Silvestrini paid homage to 
Herteleer by including a figurine of a 
homeless man among the shepherds in 
the church’s annual Nativity scene.

Those who looked after Herteleer 
became worried when he seemed to 
have vanished in mid-December, re-
ported the Italian daily, Il Messaggero, 
Feb. 25.

It turned out Herteleer had collapsed 
one cold December night and was 
brought to a nearby hospital after pass-
ersby saw he needed help and called 
an ambulance. He died at the hospital 
Dec. 12, but his body had remained un-
identified and unclaimed at the hospi-
tal morgue until friends tracked him 
down, the newspaper reported.

Homeless man given funeral, burial in Vatican City

‘Who, me? Yes, you.’ 
Fess up to sins, stop judging 

others, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Drop the inno-

cent look and the habit of judging others, 
Pope Francis said; recognizing one’s own 
faults and failings is the first require-
ment of being a good Christian. In fact, 
paradoxically, one finds peace and relief 
in judging one’s own sins, being merci-
ful toward others and saying, “Who am 
I to judge?” he said March 2 during his 
homily at a morning Mass celebrated in 
the chapel of the Domus Sanctae Mar-
thae, where he lives. The pope’s homily 
was based on the day’s reading from the 
Book of Daniel, which laments, “We have 
sinned, been wicked and done evil,” and 
expresses the shame of having rebelled 
against God who is so full of compassion 
and mercy. It also focused on the Gospel 
reading according to St. Luke, in which 
Jesus tells his disciples to stop judging 
and condemning, but to “be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful.” Pope Francis 
said it is so easy to shift the blame. “We 
are all experts, we have Ph.D.s in justify-
ing ourselves: ‘But it wasn’t me, no, it’s 
not my fault. Well, OK, but it wasn’t that 
bad, you know. That’s not how it went.’ 
We all have an alibi to explain away our 
failings, our sins,” he said.

Remedy against violence 
is seeing differences as 

beneficial, says pope
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The best an-

tidote to violence is teaching people to 
discover and accept differences as being 
valuable, Pope Francis told the bishops of 
North Africa. “You know well how a lack 
of mutual knowledge [between people]
is a source of so many misunderstand-
ings and sometimes even clashes,” he 
said in written remarks to a group of 
bishops, who were making their “ad 
limina” visits to the Vatican March 1-8. 
The visits to report on the state of their 
dioceses brought together members 
of the regional conference of Catholic 
bishops from North Africa: Algeria, Lib-
ya, Morocco, and Tunisia. After meeting 
the bishops March 2, Pope Francis said 
the region has undergone some major 
developments that have increased peo-
ple’s hopes for “greater freedom, dignity 
and the promotion of greater freedom 
of conscience.” However, he noted the 
movement also brought with it “explo-
sions of violence.” Islamic State mili-
tants murdered 21 Christians in Libya in 
late February. The pope said he wished 
“to pay homage to the courage, trust and 
perseverance” of the bishops, religious 
and lay Catholics who stayed in Libya 
despite the many dangers there. Calling 
them “authentic witnesses of the Gos-
pel,” he offered his gratitude and encour-
aged them to continue “to contribute 
to peace and reconciliation throughout 
your region.”

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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By Doug Weller and Cheryl Lang
Catholic News Service

SALINA, Kan. (CNS) — For the 
Horinek family in far western 
Kansas, the potential to pass 
down the farm to the next gen-

eration is a blessing, said Tony Horinek.
He and his wife, Anita, have farmed 

west of Colby since 1981. Now son Aar-
on, his wife, Elisa, and three sons are 
part of the farming operation. A second 
son, Clint and his wife, Sarah, and their 
six children return to help with harvest, 
although they now live about 170 miles 
to the east in Beloit.

“It’s just been wonderful,” Tony said. 
“When I started college, I didn’t know 
if I’d be a farmer because I didn’t have 
a farm to go to. The Lord directed us. 
We’re so blessed to have grown to the 
size we are. I didn’t figure the boys 
would come back, and I didn’t need 
them, but then the farm grew. It worked 
out so beautifully in God’s plan.”

The farm of Horineks, members of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Colby, is roughly 
midway between Salina and Denver.

Clint farmed with his parents for sev-
en years after graduating from college, 
then left to open two fitness centers in 
north-central Kansas. Aaron came back 
to the farm in 2010 after graduating from 
college. Tony and Anita’s niece Abbie is 
married to Martin Lager, and he is the 
operation’s full-time employee.

They primarily grow wheat and corn 
but also raise milo and sunflowers using 
no-tillage, dryland methods. Instead of 
crisscrossing the ground repeatedly to 
destroy weeds, turn under crop resi-
due or apply fertilizer, no-till keeps the 
previous crop’s residue on the ground 
to conserve moisture and reduce soil 
erosion; herbicides control unwanted 
weeds.

“I’ve always been interested in stew-
ardship: taking care of the soil and water. 
With no-till, you’re protecting the land 
from erosion,” Tony told The Register, 
newspaper of the Diocese of Salina.

Their Catholic faith is an important 
part of their lives, the Horineks said. As 
farmers, after all, there is only so much 
they can do themselves.

“With all this technology, you think 
you can control more,” Tony said. “We 
have all this information and knowledge, 
and I can do the best I can do, but the 
weather is out of my control. It’s what 
God provides for rain or temperatures. 
The real key is up to him.”

They also strive not to work the farm 

on Sundays.
“Thirty years ago, we decided we 

would limit our labors on Sunday,” Ani-
ta Horinek said. “We only work when 
it’s absolutely necessary. The majority 
of the time we do not work on Sunday. 
But it is challenging.”

“It’s very difficult sometimes,” Tony 
Horinek admitted. “Wheat harvest is 
about the only exception. But we still go 
to church in the morning and then out 
to dinner and then go to the field. We’re 
still honoring the Lord that day.”

Aaron has three young sons — Jude, 
Simeon and Eli — and even though the 
older ones show an interest in farm-
ing, he thinks of a different vocation for 
them.

“We’re actually hoping Jude will be 
our priest,” Aaron said. “In fact, I’d rath-
er have three priests than three farmers.”

The Horinek sons and Lager, and all 
three of their spouses, are graduates of 
Benedictine College, a four-year Catho-
lic school in Atchison.

Tony said they encouraged both sons 
to consider the priesthood, “but they 
did the next best thing and brought back 
holy wives,” he said.

For Marvin and Arlene Riedel of ru-
ral Ellis, Kansas, farming and a rural life-
style are all they’ve known.

Both were raised on farms during a 
time when the labor required consumed 
nearly all of the family’s time. The only 
reason to go into town was to buy sup-

plies, sell commodities or attend Mass.
Marvin, one of 10 children, was al-

ready helping on the farm alongside his 
parents and siblings at an early age. By 
seventh grade he was driving a tractor, 
much like every other boy his age. They 
worked the land and lived off of it as 
well.

“We ate chicken all the time and 
sometimes turkey or fish,” Melvin said, 
adding that they never butchered beef 
because it had to age and they simply 
did not have the facilities for that partic-
ular process.

During the summer, he recalled, they 
only went to town for Mass. All sum-
mer long, they worked on the farm. No 
sports, no swimming lessons, no social 
activities.

Arlene also grew up near Ellis, which 
is about 110 miles west of Salina. One of 
five children, her life was much the same 
as Marvin’s. She lived and worked on the 
farm, attended St. Mary Grade School in 
town and went to Mass every weekend.

She also learned to drive a tractor at 
an early age.

When she married Marvin in 1982, 
she understood they would be farming.

“It was all we knew,” she said.
Long active members of St. Mary Par-

ish in Ellis, they passed on the values 
they learned on the farm to their son 
and daughter and now to their grand-
children.

Faith and farms bind rural families
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Tony Horinek poses in 2014 at his farm in Colby, Kan., with his sons, Clint and Aaron, and full-time 
employee Martin Lager, right. In front are Aaron’s sons Simeon and Edward. For the Horinek family 
in far western Kansas, the potential to pass down the farm to the next generation is a blessing, 
said Tony Horinek. 

ATHLONE, Ireland (CNS) — The Catholic 
Church is “no longer a safe haven for child 
abusers,” said a top priest psychologist 
who advises the U.S. bishops on child sex-
ual abuse.

Msgr. Stephen Rossetti told hundreds 
of Irish delegates to the first national con-
ference on safeguarding children that the 
Catholic Church in the United States spent 
$43 million on child abuse prevention and 
education just last year. 

The priest told Catholic News Service 
following his keynote address that sec-
ular organizations and other churches in 
the United States were now coming to the 
Catholic Church to learn from its policies.

More than 5.2 million adults and chil-
dren have gone through the safe environ-
ment training in the United States, and 
more than 3 million priests, lay employees 
and volunteers have gone through back-
ground checks. 

He highlighted that in the United States, 
child abuse rates are dropping throughout 
society and the church.

“At the recorded height, the John Jay 
Study said 4 percent of clergy were in-
volved as perpetrators. That number has 
fallen to less than 1 percent. We have 
turned the corner, but we shall not rest un-
til the number of abused children is zero,” 
he said.

Msgr. Rossetti spoke at a Feb. 27-28 
conference organized by Ireland’s Nation-
al Board for Safeguarding in the Catholic 
Church.

He told participants, who included 
laypeople, religious and bishops: “Good 
response policies are important. But the 
heart of the matter is education — stop-
ping abuse before it occurs.”

Msgr. Rossetti, a professor at The Cath-
olic University of America and a visiting 
professor at Rome’s Pontifical Gregorian 
University, thanked Marie Collins, a mem-
ber of the Pontifical Commission for the 
Protection of Minors and a victim of cler-
ical sex abuse, “and all those like you who 
have stood up and told your story. More 
than anything, this is what is turning the 
tide.”

Asked by CNS about the dilemma for 
religious orders of having members who 
have abused remain on in religious life, he 
said, “The safest thing for children is to 
take these individuals out of ministry and 
have them in an environment that is a su-
pervised community.” 

“Zero tolerance in the States does not 
mean that you simply cast them out; it 
means they can’t minister. It doesn’t mean 
he can’t pray with the community,” instead 
a priest might be placed in an administra-
tive job, he said.

U.S. priest to Irish 
safeguarding meeting: 

Church not haven for abusers



EMPLOYMENT
Finance and facilities manager - The St. Lawrence 
Catholic Campus Center is seeking to hire a finance and 
facilities manager. Responsibilities for this full-time posi-
tion include, but may not be limited to, the management 
of the center’s finances, information technology and hu-
man resources as well as oversight of the facilities and 
its grounds maintenance staff. Candidates should pos-
sess a thorough understanding of general accounting 
principles and practices, and a proficiency in Microsoft 
Office, including Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, and Quick-
en/QuickBooks. The ideal candidate will have a commit-
ment to the mission of the center, demonstrate a track 
record of career success and have the ability to work in-
dependently and meet guidelines. The candidate should 
also exhibit excellent verbal and written communication 
skills. Saint Lawrence is located in Lawrence and is the 
ministry to the Catholic community at the University of 
Kansas. Applicants are asked to submit their resumes by 
sending an email to: rdb@kucatholic.org. Initial review of 
applicants begins April 9.

Director of theological studies - The St. Lawrence In-
stitute for Faith and Culture invites applications for di-
rector of theological studies. The successful candidate 
will teach a broad range of introductory courses, as well 
as elective courses in theology, to students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas. While the position is for a generalist, 
we welcome those conversant in the work of Aquinas. 
Applicants should hold at least an MA in theology but a 
Ph.D. in theology, STD, or equivalent (ABD considered) 
is preferred. The Saint Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture also provides formational and educational op-
portunities for Catholic faculty and staff at KU. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.kucatholic.org/
employment.html. Qualified applicants should send a 
cover letter, CV, a statement of teaching excellence and 
three letters of recommendation to: Patrick Callahan, 
Dean of Humanities, St. Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture, 1631 Crescent Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044. Appli-
cants are encouraged to submit materials by email to: 
pcallahan@kucatholic.org. Deadline for applications is 
March 16.

Campus ministry director - Rockhurst University is 
seeking a dynamic leader for the director position in 
campus ministry. The director serves as the leader of 
the programs, services and events of campus ministry 
within the context of the university that is Catholic and 
Jesuit. This person must have a minimum of a master’s 
degree (ideally in divinity, theology, pastoral ministry or 
related field) along with excellent knowledge and expe-
rience working with Roman Catholic liturgy, theology, 
church doctrines and teachings, Ignatian spirituality/
discernment/exercises, and ecumenical programming 
principles. For a complete job description, please visit 
the website at: www.rockhurst.edu.  

Teacher - St. James Academy, Lenexa, is seeking a Cath-
olic, experienced speech/drama teacher for the 2015-
2016 school year. Interested candidates should apply on-
line at: www.archkckcs.org to be added to the applicant 
list. Resumes may be sent to Karla Leibham, principal, 
at St. James Academy, 24505 Prairie Star Pkwy., Lenexa. 
KS 66227. The position includes directing/producing the 
school musical, winter play, and spring one-acts.  

Director of school advancement - St. Mary’s Colgan 
Catholic Schools, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Pitts-
burg, seeks a dynamic and proven education leader to 
serve in a newly reorganized chief administrator role 
for St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools, which includes 
St. Mary’s Elementary (pre-K–6), St. Mary’s Junior High 
(7-8) and St. Mary’s Colgan High School (9-12.) The suc-
cessful candidate will provide vision and leadership, and 
demonstrate the capacity to build the support necessary 
to advance all aspects of the Catholic education and mis-
sion along with school principals and staff.  In addition 
to duties associated with serving as the chief academic 
administrator, the director of school advancement shall 
also have responsibility for advancing and promoting the 
school to external constituencies in order to ensure the 
long-term viability and financial stability of the schools. 
Interested applicants should submit a cover letter and 
resume or curriculum vitae along with three professional 
references to: Director of School Advancement Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 214, Pittsburg, KS 66762, or send 
an email to: search@OLLsmc.com. First consideration is 
March 6 and applications will continue to be accepted 
after this date. A full job description is available online 
at: www.ollsmc.com.

Part-time administrative assistant - Catholic Ceme-
teries of Northeast Kansas is looking to fill an administra-
tive assistant position in its 95th and Quivira, Overland 
Park, office. This position reports to the director of sales 
and will require strong multitasking, filing and computer 
skills. The ideal candidate will be an exceptionally strong 
communicator, highly organized and willing to pitch in 
with whatever needs to be done to support our growing 
sales counselor staff. Additional requirements of supe-
rior knowledge with Excel spreadsheet development 
could help the right candidate take this position to full 
time very quickly. Currently offering 28 hours a week, 
with flexible starting hours. Professional appearance is 
a must. $12 per hour to start. Send resume by email to: 
mcrahan@cathcemks.org. 

Teacher - St. James Academy, Lenexa, is seeking a Catho-
lic, experienced English teacher for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Interested candidates should apply online at: www.
archkckcs.org to be added to the applicant list.  Resumes 
may be sent to Karla Leibham, principal, at St. James 
Academy, 24505 Prairie Star Pkwy., Lenexa. KS 66227.  

Director of music ministry - Mother Teresa Church, 
Topeka, is accepting applications for a part-time direc-
tor of music. Responsibilities include planning liturgies/
music; formation and supervision of music ministers; 
developing and directing adult/youth choirs and can-
tors; enable active participation of assembly. Pastoral 
experience, choral directing, people skills and a degree 
in liturgy or music (or equivalent) are required. Individual 
must be a practicing Catholic and proficient in Microsoft 
Suite. Hourly rate commensurate with education and ex-
perience. Complete job description available online at: 
www.mtcctopeka.org. Submit cover letter and resume 
by email to: office@mtcctopeka.org or mail to: Mother 
Teresa Catholic Church, 2014 N.W. 46th St., Topeka, KS 
66618.

Principal - St. John Francis Regis School seeks a spiritual 
leader committed to providing an environment where 
children can experience learning and living fully in the 
Catholic faith with excellent leadership, communication 
and motivational skills. St. John Francis Regis is a parish 
school serving K-8th grades with an enrollment of ap-
proximately 150 students and a staff of more than 15. 
Our vibrant parish is located in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Candidates must be a practicing Catholic, have a mas-
ter’s degree in educational administration, teaching ex-
perience in Catholic schools and preferably at least three 
years of administrative experience. Applications can be 
found online at: http://app.hireology.com/s/36677.

Drivers needed - Medi Coach Transportation is looking 
for caring and reliable drivers for nonemergency trans-
portation. CDL is not required. Contact Jeff at (913) 825-
1921.

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. Excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. Must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. Once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: mcrahan@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

SERVICES
Complete plumbing and bath

Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 
install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.

Serving Johnson County for 20 years.
Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consul-
tation, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@
kc.rr.com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlaw 
yer.com. We moved! Come check out our new office 
in Lenexa. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless 
before getting good quality legal advice that may solve 
your financial stress.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

Local handyman and lawn care - Water heaters, gar-
bage disposals, toilets, faucets, painting, power wash-
ing,doors, storm doors, gutter cleaning, wood rot, mow-
ing, carpet, roofing, etc. Member of Holy Angels Parish. 
Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. Electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home 
problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of Peace, 
Olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Last year was a great year, thank you to all my cus-
tomers! Spring is around the corner and we do decks, 
windows, doors, house painting (interior and exterior), 
wood rot, deck staining and siding. You name it, we can 
do it. No job too big or small, just give us a call. Insured.  
Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

Tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Swalms Organizing - Downsizing - Clean Out Service.  
Reduce clutter - Any space organized.  Shelving built on 
site. Items hauled for recycling and donations.  20 years 
exp, insured.  Call Tillar: (913) 375-9115. WWW.SWALMS 
ORGANIZING.COM.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

CAREGIVING
Personal care assistant - Helping elderly in their 
homes; providing transportation, grocery shopping, light 
household duties and other chores. Visit the website at: 
www.justcallcindy.com. Send your resume by email to:  
admin@justcallcindy.com or call (913) 515-0484.

Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years’ experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. Excellent references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. Our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - 
Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy: I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.     

VACATION
Great Colorado Getaway! - Completely furnished three- 
story condo, sleeps 10. Three BR, Wi-Fi, all cooking facilities, 
satellite, deck with gorgeous views! Hunting, fishing, hiking, 
train rides through the mountains and much more! For rates 
and reservations, visit the website at: www.cucharavacation 
rentals.com, then Aspen Valley Lookout.

FOR SALE
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

For sale - 2 adjoining plots in Ascension Garden at Res-
urrection Cemetery, Lenexa. $3,000, plus transfer fee. 
Call (660) 888-3977.

For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the Ascension, Overland Park. 
Call (913) 400-3236.

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

Wanted to buy - Lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.

Antiques wanted
Coca-Cola items and old signs. 
Indian rugs, turquoise jewelry.

Old wrist and pocket watches, postcards and photographs. 
Check your attic or basements for treasures. 

Call (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776. 

Buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; Email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327
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March
A mini Lenten retreat will be held 
at Sanctuary of Hope Prayer and 
Retreat Center, 2601 Ridge Ave., 
Kansas City, Kansas, on March 7. 

Father Dennis Wait will lead. The day will 
begin with registration, coffee and tea at 8 
a.m. The retreat will include talks, personal 
meditation/prayer time, reconciliation and 
Mass. Lunch will be served at noon. The 
cost to attend is $30. For more informa-
tion, send an email to: julie@sanctuaryof 
hope.org or call (913) 321-4673.

The monthly pro-life Mass and rosa-
ry will be held at Church of the Nativi-
ty, 3800 W. 119th, Leawood, at 8:15 a.m. 
on March 7. After Mass, participants will 
drive to Planned Parenthood, 4401 W. 
109th St., Overland Park, and pray the ro-
sary. 

St. Joseph Church, 11311 Johnson 
Dr., Shawnee, will celebrate its 
23rd annual St. Joseph Table and 
pasta dinner on March 8 in Mc-

Devitt Hall. Father Mike Hawken will bless 
the table at 8:30 a.m., and viewing will be 
until 2 p.m. A variety of items will be fea-
tured for purchase. A pasta dinner will be 
served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. The cost to 
attend is a freewill donation. Proceeds will 
benefit the needy in the parish communi-
ty.  For more information, call Christine 
Marion at (913) 268-6677.

The 15th annual St. Patrick’s Day corned 
beef and cabbage dinner will be held 
March 8 from 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. in 
Miege Hall, Immaculate Conception 
Church, 711 N. 5th St., Leavenworth. Carry-
outs are available. Other activities include 
a $1,000 cash raffle, a silent auction, spir-
its and Irish coffee, parish DJ Jeremiah 
Nichol, and lots of great fellowship. For 
more information, call (913) 682-3953.

An authentic Italian dinner will be served 
at St. Peter Parish cafeteria, 65th and 
Charlotte, Kansas City, Missouri, on March 
8 from noon - 5 p.m. The cost to attend is 
a freewill donation. All proceeds will ben-
efit the food pantry serving midtown Kan-
sas City. The Five Gumbas will perform. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.stjoetable.weebly.com.

“Runnin’ Revs Fun Night” will 
be held at Bishop Miege High 
School, 5041 Reinhardt Rd., Roe-
land Park, on March 9. Priests and 

seminarians will challenge 8th-grade and 
high school youth from Catholic schools 
in a fun and competitive game of bas-
ketball. Tipoff is at 7 p.m. Donations and 
a quick auction will benefit seminarians. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.kckvocations.com.

During Lent, join volunteers in prayer and 
fasting for an end to abortion. Partici-
pants will peacefully pray at the Center 
for Women’s Health, 4840 College Blvd., 
Overland Park, every day from 7 a.m. - 5 
p.m. For more information, send an email 
to Wendy at: 40daysforlifekc@gmail.com, 
or visit the website at: www.40daysfor 
life.com/overlandpark.

The Auxiliary of St. Joseph Med-
ical Center is sponsoring a fund-
raising event, “Books Are Fun,” 
on March 11 from 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 

p.m. and March 12 from 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
in the lower level atrium of the medical 
center, 1000 Carondelet Dr., Kansas City, 
Missouri. There will be a large variety of 
book selections. Auxiliary proceeds will 
help support SJMC projects that benefit 
the metro community.

Shepherd’s Center of Kansas City, 
Kansas’ “Book and Bric-A-Brac 
Sale” will be held March 11 - 12 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Kansas 

City Kansas Community College con-

ference center, 7250 State Ave., Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Singles of Nativity will host a St. 
Patrick’s dance from 7 - 11 p.m. 
on March 14 at the Church of Na-
tivity Parish hall, 3800 W. 119th 

St., Leawood. The cost to attend is $20 
at the door for 2015 SON members and 
$25 for guests. Music will be provided by 
the Loose Change Band. Dress in green 
and bring your friends. All proceeds go 
to charity. For more information, send an 
email to Ken at: skiop@yahoo.com.

Holy Family Altar Society’s annual taco 
and salami bingo will be held March 14 at 
Msgr. Mejak Hall, 513 Ohio, Kansas City, 
Kansas. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and din-
ner is served from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Bingo 
starts at 7:30 p.m. The cost to attend is a 
$15 donation which includes a bingo card, 
one taco dinner and cold beverages. Must 
be 21 or older. For tickets, call Sandy Can-
non at (913) 396-1564 or Cathy Schneider 
at (913) 371-1561.

Father Jacques Philippe will be giving a 
one-day spiritual conference at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Church, 14251 Nall, 
Leawood, on March 14. Father Jacques is 
the author of numerous books on the spir-
itual life. Mass will be held at 8:15 a.m., 
followed by two talks, lunch, and a third 
talk on interior peace. The cost to attend 
the lunch is $8. Registration will be avail-
able at the entrance of the church.

Christ the King Parish, 3024 N. 53rd St., 
Kansas City, Kansas, will host a tradition-
al St. Patrick’s Day dinner from 5:30 - 8 
p.m. on March 14. The cost to attend is $9 
for adults; $4 for children ages 12 and un-
der. There will also be hot dogs and mac 
and cheese for $3, traditional Irish music 
and a 50/50 pot. 

An annual celebration in honor of Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero will be held March 
14 at St. Sabina Parish, 700 Trevis Ave., 
Belton, Missouri, commemorating the 
35th anniversary of his martyrdom. Mass 
will begin at 6 p.m., followed by a fiesta 
in the gym. Father Abel Castañeda from El 
Salvador will be present for this celebra-
tion.

Bishop Miege High School concert chorale
will present a Masterworks Concert fea-
turing Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria” with se-
lect orchestra on March 14 at 7 p.m. at 
the Bishop Miege auditorium, 5041 Re-
inhardt Dr., Roeland Park. There is no cost 
to attend. Donations are appreciated.

Immaculate Conception Church, 606 S. 
Elm, Louisburg, will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day corned beef, cabbage and Irish 
stew dinner on March 14 from 6 - 8 p.m. 
The cost to attend is $10 for adults; $5 for 
children. There will also be live music, a 
silent auction, and a quilt raffle.

A corned beef and cabbage din-
ner will be served at the Knights 
Hall, 11221 Johnson Dr., Shawnee, 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. on March 

15. Chili, hot dogs, chips, dessert and 
drinks will be available. There will also be 
brats, hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks 
in front of the hall, along the Shawnee St. 
Patrick’s Day parade route. For more infor-
mation, contact Dan Nicks at (913) 406-
8717 or Rich Hathorne at (913) 232-9492.

St. Patrick Parish, Corning, will host a 
pancake breakfast from 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
on March 15 in the Corning Community 
Center. A freewill offering will be collect-
ed. There will also be a country store and 
raffles.

St. Patrick Church, Emerald, will host its 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner on March 15. The 
festive dinner will be served from 11 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. There will be raffle prizes and live 
music by DogTree. The cost to attend is 
a suggested donation of $10. All proceeds 

benefit the continued maintenance of the 
church. St. Patrick Church is 8 miles east 
of Waverly, or 18 miles northwest of Gar-
nett.  

Benedictine College welcomes 
Bishop Robert W. McElroy, aux-
iliary bishop of San Francisco, 
who will speak on “A Church 

for the Poor” on March 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the O’Malley-McAllister auditorium on 
the Atchison campus. The presentation 
is open to the public. There is no cost to 
attend.

A bit of malarkey, some Irish 
cheer, make no mistake, you’ll be 
glad you’re here! All are invited to 
Annunciation Altar Society’s an-

nual Irish stew dinner on March 17 from 
5 - 7 p.m. at Annunciation Church, 740 N. 
6th St., Baldwin City.  The cost to attend is 
a freewill donation.
 
Are you living with infertility? Are you liv-
ing with the loss of a baby due to miscar-
riage, ectopic pregnancy or early infant 
death? You are not alone. A four-week 
support group for both women and men 
will be held at Church of the Ascension, 
9510 W. 127th St., Overland Park, on 
March 17, 24 and 31, and April 7. If you are 
interested in attending or have any ques-
tions, call Jean Hinman in the church of-
fice at (913) 681-3348, Lisa Kopp at (913) 
438-2904 or Jamie Mullane at (913) 952-
8217.

The Ignatian Spirituality Center of 
KC is offering an individually di-
rected silent retreat at Christ’s 
Peace House of Prayer, 22131 

Meagher Rd., Easton, from March 19 - 
22. The cost to attend is $300 for three 

nights, which includes a private room/
cabin, meals and your own spiritual direc-
tor for the retreat. For more information, 
visit the website at: www.ignatiancenter 
kc.org or send an email to: sfriedrix@att.
net.  

The Kansas Daughters of St. 
Francis de Sales are sponsoring 
a Lenten day of reflection with 
Father Mariadas Sesseti, a Mis-

sionary of St. Francis de Sales, on March 
21 from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Sanctu-
ary of Hope, 2601 Ridge Ave., Kansas City, 
Kansas. The cost to attend is $25, which 
includes lunch. To register, visit the web-
site at: www.sanctuaryofhope.org; send 
an email to Ruth Owens at: rowens4853@
gmail.com; or call (913) 492-7250. For 
more about the Association of St. Francis 
de Sales, visit the website at: www.sfds 
association.org.

Women’s Day of Reflection, 
sponsored by the Daughters of 
Isabella, will be held March 28 
from 8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the 

social room at Holy Trinity Church, 9150 
Pflumm Rd., Lenexa.  All women are invit-
ed to come be a part of this Lenten oppor-
tunity to grow deeper in prayer and reflec-
tion. The guest speaker is Martha Tonn, an 
instructor at School of Faith. The program 
begins with Mass at 8 a.m., followed by 
breakfast, prayer, a welcome and the pre-
sentation. It ends at 12:15 p.m. The cost to 
attend is $10 per person; $15 at the door. 
Checks can be made out to the Daughters 
of Isabella and mailed to: Pat Wineland, 
8914 Renee, Lenexa, KS 66215. For more 
information, call (913) 219-4731.
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From my studies of 
Greek and Hebrew, 
the languages in 
which the Bible was 

written, I have concluded 
that one of the most signifi-
cant facts concerning them 
involves the second person.

Both those languages 
clearly distinguish between 
the singular and the plural, 
while modern English trans-
lates both of them as “you.” 
There often is no way to tell 
whether the “you” refers to 
an individual or to a group. 

In the American South, 
colloquial speakers make 
an attempt to establish that 
difference by reserving “you” 
to a single individual and 
extending “you all” to refer 
to a group. 

In part of the North, the 
phrase “you guys” some-
times serves to make that 
distinction. But that differ-
ence does not enter into the 

written language. 
In that respect, modern 

English is somewhat lacking, 
compared to other languag-
es. That was not true in the 
case of older versions of En-
glish, in which “you” meant 
the second person plural, 
and “thou” meant the second 
person singular. (Sometimes, 
“ye” substituted for “you” in 
the plural.)

This means that when 
the word “you” is used, 

English translations of the 
Bible frequently cannot 
make it clear whether it is 
addressing a single person or 
a group. This often matters 
a great deal, but especially 
in Sunday’s first reading, Ex 
20: 1-17. We hear the core of 
the law of Moses: the Ten 
Commandments. When I 
memorized them as a child, 
they began with the words, 
“Thou shalt.” But now, the 
modern translation renders 
the phrase, “You shall.”

Other parts of the Book 
of Exodus, and the books 
of Leviticus and Numbers, 
list many other, less import-
ant commandments. The 
number of commandments 
in the Old Testament totals 
613, according to rabbinical 
tradition. 

At the same time, they 
differ from the Ten Com-
mandments in a significant 
way. They ordinarily either 

use the plural of “you” to 
address a group of people, or 
use the third person singular 
for an individual case, such 
as “he who strikes his father 
or mother is doomed to die” 
(Ex 21:16).

On the other hand, the 
Ten Commandments use 
the second person singular. 
They address us as individu-
als. Each person must carry 
the responsibility of obey-
ing the commandment. We 
cannot dilute that responsi-
bility by our membership to 
the group. We cannot say to 
ourselves, “I am only a drop 
in the bucket. What I do 
doesn’t count.”

In other words, by their 
emphasis on individual re-
sponsibility, the Ten Com-
mandments place an em-
phasis on individual worth 
as well. What we do does 
matter. Each of us. 

“Live long and 
prosper.”

For anyone 
familiar with 

the old TV show “Star Trek,” 
those words need no expla-
nation. For those unfamiliar, 
they’re the greeting used by 
the Vulcan Mr. Spock. The 
words were accompanied by 
a special hand gesture: the 
thumb of the right hand was 
extended to the side and the 
other four fingers formed 
what looked like the letter 
“V” (pointer and middle 
finger as one side; ring finger 
and pinky as the other). I 
thought that it symbolized 
the first letter in “Vulcan.”

The death on Feb. 27 of 
Leonard Nimoy, who played 
Spock on the series, correct-
ed my misconception. The 
story behind the famous 
Vulcan greeting is much 
more significant. 

Nimoy was born into an 
Orthodox Jewish family. 
Once when he was a small 
boy, he recalled going to 
temple with his grandfather, 
father and brother. At the 
prayer that day, five or six 
men walked onto a stage-like 
structure. Immediately, there 
was a stir in the congre-
gation. His father told the 
young Nimoy to cover his 
eyes. The boy looked around 
to see that people had 
indeed covered their eyes, 

some had turned their backs 
to the stage and others im-
itated the men on the stage 
by throwing their tallitot, 
or prayer shawls, over their 
heads. 

With his eyes now cov-
ered, Nimoy heard the men 
on stage seem to almost 
shout discordantly. The 
more he listened, the eerier 
it became. Finally, Nimoy 
could stand it no more . . . 
so he peeked and saw the 
shouting men with their 
heads covered and their 
hands extended over the 
people. Their hands were 
in the shape of what people 
would later think was the 
Vulcan greeting. In actual-
ity, the men’s hands were 
in the shape of the Hebrew 
letter “shin,” and they were 
pronouncing a blessing over 
the people.

Shin is the first letter 

in some powerful Hebrew 
words: “shalom” (peace); 
“Shaddai” (a name for God 
that means “all-sufficient” or 
“the one who nourishes”); 
and “shekinah,” which means 
the “presence of God.” 
Everyone in the temple 
had their faces covered or 
averted because the men on 
stage were calling down the 
shekinah or presence of God. 
Being sinners, no one could 
stand to see God face to face, 
so to speak, because it would 
be too overwhelming and 
might even lead to death.

So years later, “Star Trek” 
was working on an episode 
where Spock goes to his 
home planet of Vulcan for 
the first time in order to get 
married. Nimoy told the 
director that he thought 
Spock should have some 
greeting that Vulcans would 
use when they saw one 
another. After all, folks on 
Earth greet one another with 
a handshake, a salute or a 
nod. That’s when Nimoy 
remembered those men 
from his youth and their 
hand gesture of shin while 
blessing the congregation. 
Nimoy suggested Spock use 
that gesture and, as they say, 
the rest is history.

Nimoy was amazed at 
how the gesture took off. 
Within weeks, fans every-
where were using it. Even 

50 years later, Nimoy said, 
people would see him and 
flash the Vulcan greeting. 

With a laugh, Nimoy 
noted that people thought 
the gesture was akin to a 
secret handshake. “What 
they didn’t realize,” he said, 
“is that they’re blessing each 
other!”

This past weekend’s 
Scripture readings called to 
mind that letter shin. Abra-
ham, in the first reading, 
would have known God by 
the name of Shaddai. More 
significantly, though, was 
the Gospel, where we heard 
about Jesus being transfig-
ured on the mountain. The 
cloud that covered Jesus, 
Moses and Elijah was how 
the shekinah was often rep-
resented in the Scriptures. 
This “presence of God” was 
confirmed in the voice that 
came from the cloud, “This 
is my beloved Son. Listen to 
him.”

As we approach the third 
full week of Lent, keep the 
letter shin in mind. Remem-
ber the God who nourishes 
us (Shaddai) through his 
grace and calls us to be his 
presence (shekinah) in the 
world, throughout Lent and 
always, by being people of 
peace (shalom).

Now that’s how to live 
long and prosper.
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Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
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MARK MY WORDS

Ten Commandments bind not just us — but ‘me’ and ‘you’

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

THIRD WEEK OF LENT

March 8
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Ex 20: 1-17
Ps 19: 8-11
1 Cor 1: 22-25
Jn 2: 13-25

March 9
Frances of Rome, religious
2 Kgs 5: 1-15b
Pss 42: 2-3; 43: 3-4
Lk 4: 24-30

March 10
Tuesday
Dn 3: 25, 34-43
Ps 25: 4-5b, 6, 7bc, 8-9
Mt 18: 21-35

March 11
Wednesday
Dt 4: 1, 5-9
Ps 147: 12-13, 15-16, 19-20
Mt 5: 17-19

March 12
Thursday
Jer 7: 23-28
Ps 95: 1-2, 6-9
Lk 11: 14-23

March 13
Friday
Hos 14: 2-10
Ps 81: 6c-11b, 14, 17
Mk 12: 28-34

March 14
Saturday
Hos 6: 1-6
Ps 51: 3-4, 18-21b
Lk 18: 9-14

POPE FRANCIS
Don’t use peer pressure, greed or lazi-

ness as an excuse to chase after false gods 
and become a wildly successful failure, Pope 
Francis said. Slow down, reflect and choose 
the path that takes you closer to God and 
your loved ones, he said Feb. 19 during his 
morning Mass in the chapel of the Domus 
Sanctae Marthae, where he lives. One mis-

take in life, he said, is “always seeking one’s 
own success, one’s own benefit, without 
thinking about the Lord, without thinking 
about one’s family,” he said. 

Vatican Radio and L’Osservatore Romano 
released excerpts from his homily, which ex-
amined the day’s first reading from Deuter-
onomy, in which Moses sets before the peo-
ple “life and prosperity, death and doom,” 
and encourages them to choose life by fol-

lowing the Lord. Christians are still faced 
with this same difficult choice every day, 
the pope said, “to choose between God and 
the other gods — those that have no power 
to give us anything, just tiny little whatnots 
that are fleeting.” It is not easy to make the 
right choice because “we always have this 
habit of following the crowd a little.”

— CNS

Put a little Spock in your Lent
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This Lent, the 
archbishop 
wants every 

Catholic to be on 
guard . . . against 
pornography. 

While we may not be 
interested in pornography, 
pornography is interested 
in us. The porn industry is a 
multibillion dollar business 
that grosses more than all 
Hollywood studios or sports 
franchises combined, and 
their marketers want to cap-
ture our children.

Thanks to the Internet, 
our boys and girls are the 
first children to grow up 
with free, round-the-clock 
access to hardcore pornog-

raphy. Porn has become part 
of the adult mainstream, 
coloring everything from ad-
vertising and prime-time TV 
shows to best-selling books. 
Teens are now turning to 
porn to learn about sex, 
and it is having devastating 
effects — inhibiting their 
motivation or even ability to 
pursue a relationship with a 

real human being. As well, 
pornography now plays a 
key role in marriages falling 
apart. Studies suggest that 
porn use is now a factor in 
over 58 percent of divorces. 

So take some simple steps 
to protect you marriage and 
your family:

Have screens always 
in visible places at visible 
times.

Make it a house rule that 
no one looks at Internet 
devices unless someone else 
in the family could also see. 
Doors should be open and 
screens visible to everyone. 
Also, no Web searches after 
bedtime. Prohibit anyone 
from clearing the search his-
tory and check it frequently. 
An erased history is a big red 
flag.

Filters are not enough, 

have accountability soft-
ware installed.

No filter is perfect 
and bad stuff can still get 
through. Accountability 
software sends a report to 
a parent, spouse or trusted 
friend so they know to con-
front you when something 
bad turns up. It’s a great way 
to stay out of the occasion of 
sin when your kid or spouse 
knows he will have to have a 
conversation with you if he 
clicks on that racy picture.

Establish an expecta-
tion of disclosure.

Establish a family cul-
ture of moral transpar-
ency by making it safe to 
talk about the subject (in 
age-appropriate ways). Let 
children know they keep 
the family safe by disclos-
ing if they are exposed to 

sexual content (even if they 
initiated it). Have a candid 
conversation with your 
spouse to identify tempta-
tions. If there is a problem, 
the Catholic Church has 
resources and programs to 
help. (Go to the website at: 
MyHouseKC.com.) Secrecy 
only enables and encour-
ages this kind of addiction, 
so make your home a safe 
place to bring this monster 
into the light.

Pornography is even a 
social justice issue. Saint 
John Paul II taught: “Impuri-
ty is the greatest corruption 
of the person, and from it 
hatred, murder, and wars are 
born.” We should fight, not 
only to make pornography il-
legal, but to keep our homes 
pure. (Text “SafetyKCK” to 
22828 for more tips.)

Three ways to protect your children, marriage, from pornography

Road to Calvary is tough and messy — walk it anyway

The path of 
evangelization 
goes through 

Mount Calvary. 
There is no sharing of the 

good news of Jesus Christ 
apart from the cross of Jesus 
Christ. The content of the 
good news is, of course, that 
Jesus has conquered sin and 
death through the cross and 
resurrection. However, the 
cross is also the means of 
sharing the good news.

When Jesus shared him-
self with the world, it led 
him to the cross. When we 
share Jesus with the world, 
we should expect the same. 

In fact, Jesus warned us 
that his disciples would 

face the same resistance he 
faced: “If the world hates 
you, realize that it hated me 
first. If you belonged to the 
world, the world would love 
its own; but because you do 
not belong to the world, and 

I have chosen you out of the 
world, the world hates you. 
Remember the word I spoke 
to you, ‘No slave is greater 
than his master.’ If they per-
secuted me, they will also 
persecute you” (Jn 15:18-20).

The cross is a victory, but 
it feels like a defeat. In order 
to evangelize, disciples of Je-
sus invite others to embrace 
the victory of the cross, but 
the process of evangeliza-
tion can feel like one defeat 
after another. 

It is messy and very dif-
ficult to walk with another 
person to Mount Calvary. 
Each setback is a tempta-
tion to despair. There is a 
constant pull to give up and 
even write another person 
off as “hopeless.”

Pope Francis warns of 
the temptation to defeatism 
in his apostolic exhorta-
tion “Evangelii Gaudium”: 
“One of the more serious 
temptations which stifles 
boldness and zeal is a de-
featism which turns us into 
querulous and disillusioned 
pessimists, ‘sourpusses.’ 
Nobody can go off to battle 
unless he is fully convinced 
of victory beforehand. If we 
start without confidence, we 
have already lost half the 
battle and we bury our tal-
ents. While painfully aware 
of our own frailties, we have 
to march on without giving 
in, keeping in mind what 
the Lord said to St. Paul: 
‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness’ (2 Cor 
12:9). Christian triumph is 
always a cross, yet a cross 
which is at the same time 
a victorious banner borne 
with aggressive tenderness 
against the assaults of evil. 
The evil spirit of defeatism 
is brother to the temptation 
to separate, before its time, 
the wheat from the weeds; it 
is the fruit of an anxious and 
self-centered lack of trust” 
(85).

The world needs dis-
ciples of Jesus to respond 
with “aggressive tender-
ness against the assaults of 
evil” that oppose efforts to 
evangelize. In the face of 
temptation and frustration, 
the prayer of the evangelizer 
is: “Jesus, I trust in you.”

DO UNTO OTHERS

BILL SCHOLL
Bill Scholl is the archdiocesan consul-
tant for social justice. You can email 
him at: socialjustice@archkck.org.

FATHER
ANDREW STROBL
Father Andrew Strobl is the 
archdiocesan director of 
evangelization.

CALLED TO DISCIPLESHIP
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K
ANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — Julie 
Holthaus jug-
gles a lot of re-
sponsibilities 
at The Leav-
en, and occa-
sionally — if 
you’re lucky 

   enough to walk in at exactly the right 
moment — you might just catch her 
actually juggling.

Yes, juggling is one of the many gifts 
the multitalented Holthaus possesses.

The newest member of the Leaven 
staff balances the quiet, profession-
al running of the advertisements and 

c a l e n d a r s 
with a keen 
ability to 
catch you 
off guard 
with an ex-
ceptionally 
well-placed 
and unex-
pected quip 
or an equal-
ly unantici-
pated talent 

— like juggling.
Holthaus’ professional abilities run 

the gamut. In addition to organizing 
the paper’s ads, she handles billing, 
keeps the office running smoothly, 
writes, proofreads and takes pictures.

“I like the variety,” said Holthaus, 
who landed at The Leaven as its ad-
vertising coordinator in October 2012. 
“And I like talking with people, busi-
nesses and schools in the archdiocese 
and helping them reach a wider audi-
ence through advertising.”

And she does it well.
“Julie brings a calm spirit to The 

Leaven, especially on deadline day,” 
said Father Mark Goldasich, editor. 
“She does not let the pressures affect 
her attitude or demeanor. Since she 
is the ad person, she deals with an 
important segment of the paper. She 
deals well with our advertisers and is 
meticulous in assuring that the ad copy 
is accurate.”

And that’s just the canvas she works 
with from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Outside of work, Holthaus has flour-
ished as an accomplished artist, with 
artwork on display at a gallery in down-
town Kansas City, Missouri. (Check out 
her work online at: www.julieholthaus.
com.) She hopes to expand her artistic 
presence in the future.

“Probably the biggest surprise to 
me was her artistic talent,” said Father 
Goldasich. “Since I am lucky to even 
draw stick figures, I’m always in awe 
of folks who can transfer what they see 

with their eyes onto canvas.”
Holthaus paints everything from ur-

ban settings to the rural landscapes she 
grew up surrounded by in the country 
about 10 miles outside of Seneca.

Although Prairie Village is techni-
cally home to Holthaus today, she still 
pitches in on her family’s northern 
Kansas farm.

Holthaus has also been an avid 
runner, completing several half mara-
thons. And in college at Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, she played a 
lot of intramural sports.

“My brother and his friends were 
set on winning every intramural sport 
K-State offered,” she said, “likely just 
for the university champion T-shirts 
for winning the most. But they would 
rope us into playing everything from 
horseshoes to badminton to coed bas-
ketball. I think my brother and I did 
win at pingpong one year, but I also 
think we were the only team signed 
up!” 

At Kansas State, she majored in ad-
vertising and journalism.

“I also worked for the K-State sports 
office, setting up press conferences, 
helping with statistics and the like, so I 
had some fun seats to watch the Wild-
cats,” said Holthaus.

Her family’s support of K-State runs 
deep, and so do the Holthaus roots in 
the part of Nemaha County where she 
grew up.

They are members of St. Mary Par-
ish in St. Benedict, a small town out-
side Seneca.

“It’s a tight-knit community; every-
body knows everybody or is related,” 

said Holthaus. “I think I was related to 
over half of my high school class, and 
we were one of the biggest — and or-
neriest classes — with around 28 stu-
dents. Those poor teachers. God bless 
them. But it was a really great place to 
grow up. I feel blessed to have been 
raised there.”

And she feels that The Leaven is a 
great place to work, especially when 
it comes to helping people share with 
others through advertising.

“We reach well beyond Kansas City 
and have a good success rate on adver-
tising feedback,” said Holthaus.

Of course, it’s not all about the ads 
for her.

“As for my favorite part, it would 
probably just be the outreach of the 
paper,” she said. “Catholic press is a 
great resource for Catholics and even 
non-Catholics. There is a lot of nega-
tive news out there, but Catholic press 
can provide something different. It 
tells the good. You can read inspiring 
stories about other Catholics in Kan-
sas, find ways to help out or volunteer, 
all the while catching up with Pope 
Francis.”

Holthaus got to catch up with Pope 
Francis in person late last spring.

“My trip to Israel this past May was 
exciting,” she said. “I was fortunate 
enough to travel to Israel with five 
other United States journalists for the 
pope’s first visit there as pope.”

She documented the intensive days 
with photographs and words.

“From seeing the pope speak in per-
son to sitting in on a Vatican press con-
ference with international journalists, 

it was pretty incredible,” she said. 
The group’s guide shared insights 

from both the Jewish and Christian 
perspective, and it added up to an ex-
perience she won’t soon forget.

“Not only to see [ancient] structures 
still intact, but to see places like Caper-
naum and areas around Galilee and 
Nazareth,” Holthaus said. “Places that 
can seem ancient and foreign in [Scrip-
ture] readings, but to be able to see it 
up close and see all the different ages 
and nationalities of people visiting. It 
was humbling.”

“Masada was also incredible,” she 
added. “I used to sit in the pews at my 
home parish in wonder at how they 
built such a church in the 1800s. But 
when you see these huge structures 
from thousands of years ago, it is unreal 
the efforts put in.”

These are sights she might nev-
er have seen without working for the 
Catholic press, and she is thankful to 
The Leaven, Catholic News Service 
and Israel’s Ministry of Tourism for 
such an up-close look at the birthplace 
of so many pieces of her faith.

Even with all her contributions and 
varied experiences and ability to jug-
gle so many responsibilities in any giv-
en day, Holthaus still has some work to 
do if she’s going to fully amaze Father 
Goldasich.

“Although she can juggle three balls 
quite well, I’ll really be impressed when 
she can juggle four at a time,” he said.

But in all seriousness, he added, “Ju-
lie brings a wonderful spirit and sense 
of ‘the country’ to all of us city-slickers 
at The Leaven.”

Holthaus keeps 
things moooo-vin’ 

at The Leaven

One of Julie Holthaus’ tal-
ents is oil painting. This 
work in progress is over 
four feet tall. Holthaus 
paints everything from ur-
ban settings to rural land-
scapes to livestock.

Julie Holthaus juggles 
many duties as The Leav-
en’s advertising coordina-
tor. In addition to running 
the ad department, she’s 
also responsible for bill-
ing, the calendar of events 
and proofreading. She’s 
also written stories for The 
Leaven and taken photo-
graphs.

Ranching roots and artistic flair all part 
of ad coordinator’s journey
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